POUCIS - Crime Identification 

• ( 

DepositloQ of - Robert Lee Studebaker, April 6, 1964, 7 H 137-49 

For reaeons known only to the Comalaalon, Stadebak«-r »e deposition, taken 
at 3J45 p.m., appears before that of Dhorlty, taken at 2;45 p.m. of the same day, 
Studebaker* 3 statement la hard to follow, easy to misunderstand, and proh- 
•ably not possible to understand it with certainty. It 'seems as thour.h he gate 
special meaning to words, 'apeolal Interpretations to facts, and used "thraea” and 
"thats" with reference to eihlbita in a faaiilon that makes It risky to "try and 
decide which exhibits he was referring to. 

Kapeelally with respect to whether or not the boxes were'moved or had ewer ' 
been moyed, is his teatlmony contradictory at best. 

He haa had no technical training for the crime lab work he is doing. He 
deacrlbea it as ’•Just on- the- Job training - you go out with old officers and learn 
how to dust for prints and take pictures and fingerprints.'' (p.l37) 

He contradicts himself and Lt. Day on when th^ arrived at the Depository 
Bldg, and when they began their work and idien they la-smed of the location of »he 
empty rifle cartridge shells, Un p,136, he places the time they arrived at the 
OepoBltory Did-', at about 1:16 (which la Just a few minutes afte r Mooney reportedly 
found the shells, 1:12 as I recall it), and on p,139 be gave this version of the 
sequence of events when questioned by Asst. Coun el Ball: 

"Mr, Ball. Then, were yew dli'scted to some pluoe on the sixth floor, as 
soon as you arrived there? 

Mr. Studebaknr. No; they hadn’t found anything whan we got there. 

Mr. Ball. After you were there a little while, did somebody find something? 
Mr. Studebaker. They found the empty hulls in the southeast corner of the 
Iwildlng - they found three empty hulls sol me went over there and took photo- 
graphs of that," (p.l39) 

He described his camera as a "Oraflei, a 4 by 5 Speed Graflex". Asked if 
he "had some experience in operating a camerat", he first replied, "Tea," which 



■oti}.d be presumably true the moment he shot the flrat picture clth It, then states 

his experience with this perticulerXcemere was "about two months" which. It later 

turns out. Is an 8-day exapgeratlon . He (jisllfles as no more export when asked 

by Ball, "But you have bed photography in your crime lab work?" Studebaksrs says, 

"Tea", and Boll edcs, "?or how longY" Th this, Studebsker replied, "Was about 

two months." This also turns out to bo 8 days more experience then he hes had. 

(p.238) He said that he and Day each took two photographs. "’Te took double shots 

on each one." He testified about a picture before it had been introduced. It is 

then Identified as his ISxhlblt A, and he says of it "This one was right before 

21 

anything was moved," This la in H 643. 

He subsequently marked this photograidi to show an indentation on the box. 

It is a rather poorly exposed photograph. It is Impooslble to determine whether 
the boxes ere, in fact. In a position that would seem to represent one in which 
they had been undisturbed; but in any event, if the meric on the box la as he iden- 
tified it, this box is about 90 degrees off of the position in which it was at tho 

? 

time of the shots. Examination of the slant of this mark shows that it runs at 
right angles to the approxlmn tej'dl rectton of ttie flfle, the direction which pre- 
sumably the longer indentation would have been made. It is not poisible that a 
rifle made a made as wide as the one he has Indioeted on this exhibit. But Stude- 
baker, as we will see, has his own concept of i*.at constitutes movli® the boxes, 
in any event. 

He else refers to the large number of copies they made of the various nega- 
tlves. on this page he says of this eAlblt, "You probably got one or two recoples. 
tte printed a bunch of them." A was taken looking from east to west. B, which is 
next referred to, wos taken in the opposite direction. (p,139) They at this 
point switch to the taking of piotur-s of the rifle. Whether ty accident or de- 

slRii, it certainly Increased the already significant confuaiin. 
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This exciionge follows tbs f^esti^n'^ "Did you take a picture of that?", 
referring to the rifle: 

"Mr, Studebaker, Yea, sir; on these, Llettensnt ^ay also took pictures of 
those, end he also took pictures of this gun. We took two shots apiece. 

Mr. Ball. Let* a see the shots you took of the nlace where the gun was lo- 
cated? 

Mr. Studebalosr. I know lt*s mine because my knees ere In the picture. 

Mr. Ball. Do you remeoiber the Dame of the deputy eherlff that ibund the 

gun? 

Mr. Studebaker. No, I don*t." (p.l40) 

This was with reference to his E^lblt C. (21 H 645) 

Referring to this exhibit la the following additional exchange; 

"Mr. Ball. That la a picture taken by yoi of the location of the gun - that 
was before anyone moved It? 

Mr. Studebaker. Yes. 

Mr. Ball. Do you^ have another ^ot of that other picture? 

Mr. Studebaker. No, we took two from the seme location ?^en we was up on 
top of the stack of boxes shooting down at It, before they picked it up. Actually, 
there wes fbur negatives of them of the gun, hut they ore all In the same loca- 
tion, ^ootln^ straight down end they wore taken on different exposures.” (p.l40) 

The picture with his "knees", as he refers to it, does not appear as a 
Studebaker exhibit, but it may well be the picture In the Weltzman exhibits that 
I tboUr^ht might have an object like a mailbag in It. 

v7hen aaked, "Did you take a picture of the window In the southeast corner*^ 
he replies that be did, that there was a box or boxes on tha windowsill, that his 
picture shows this, end when aaked ’’Was thet before any of them were moved?" he 
replied, "That plctur©' right there la the one that shafs them, and the oth‘?r pic- 
tures show them before they were moved." The "before they were moved" further 
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questioning reveals refers to A and B» 

Ball confuses It further referring to boxes in the plural in the window, 
and Studebaker says that ICjdilbit A is such an exhibit. Of this he says aidltion- 
ally, ’’This is before it was ever moved, and right down below here, you can see 
a staple on another box or another negative, this isn’t too good a ne festive here. 
If I had known what ycu wanted, I would have brought you a better print - picked 
out a better print .** 

This exchange then follcwrs: 

**Mr. Ball. Now, you a ay on exhibit A it ahowe a box in the window? 

Mr. Studabeker. These boxes (indicating), y^s, air. 

Mr. Ball. Is that the way they were piled Upjf 

Mr. Studebaker, Yea, Just exactly like that. 

lAr. Ball. And you say there Is ai lndent»ition tn that box? 

Mr. Studebaker. Right here. 

Mr. Ball. That shows in the picture. 

Mr. Studebaker. Yea. 

Mr. Ball. ?Till you take this pen and sort of surround that and make it 
look a little heavier? 

Mr. Studebaker. (Marked exhibit as requested by Coun el Ball.) (p.l40) 
There is further questioning In which Ball refers to whet would be shown 
on other negatives and In which there are other references which cannot be com- 
plerely and accurately understood. Then Ball asks, *’Do you have any pictures of 
the boxes before they were moved other than those you have Showed me?" To this, 
StudebekBr replied, '’Just these two.” 

"Mr. Ball. Just the two that shew the cartons, and those ere EAibits A and 
B? 

Mr. Studebaker. We have probably got one down there I can get you that is 
a lot better print than that. If yo»i vraat a better print, I can get it for you. 



Mr. nail. Then, you don't heve any plcturea taken of the boxes before they 
were moved? 

Mr. Studebaknr. No.” (p.l4l) 

Notice ifhst be baa said — ihi^t he does not have any pictures taken before 
the boxes were moved. I believe this to be the truth, but I cannot prove It. 

Studebaksr Exhibit D, 21 H 645, Is then Iden tlfl .>d. It seems to be a re- 
construction ad discussed In iley’s testimony that Is completely Impossible and 
totally Inaccurate, He condedea this picture was taten after the boxes ware dusted 
and moved. He alao concedes they "were not In that position then when you first 
aaw them?" Howev°r, he Is not asked why they were put back In a position that was 
obviously false snd deceptive end then photographed. Yet Ball asks him to give 
Identifications of locetlons based upon this picture, such as, with respect to the 
boxes, "where they were with reference to the left window sill, were there boxes 
over close to the left window si 11 or In the center, or close to the right of the 
Window sill?" (p.l41J 

It tates Studabaker a full page before he finally answers this question. 

In between he again says. In discussing one of the aochlblta, /l think but I am not 
certain. Exhibit D, that the picture was taken before the box waa moved. 

Then com s this exdiance: 

"Mr. Belle Now, in Exhibit A - can you ^11 me looking at Exhibit A whether 
or not these boxes were over near the left-hand corner of the sill, to the left 
of the sill, looking out of the window, at the center, or over at the ri^te 

Mr. Studehaker. They were in the left-hand corn r of the window looking 
towwrds Elm Street. 

?Ir. ^all* How close to the edge of the a ill? 

Studehaker. Bight at the edge. 

Mr, Ball, .Bight at the edge? 

Mr. Studehaker. Yes, sir. 



Mr. Ball. Nov;, you show on Indonttitlon or a mark on the top of the box 
shown In yjchiblt is Uib t a little Rolling Reader box? 

Mr. Studebakor. Yes, air." (p.l42) 

He gets into ti discussion of the home-msde bag on p.l43 and says approxi- 
mately the same thing as Lt. i^y. Bell helps him out by testifying for him. such 
88 by saying. "And it was folded, you say?** Studebaker. says, '’Yes.’’ But the 
fact la he bedn*t said anything about It being folded. (p.l43) 

Then this exchange cx>nBs: 

"Mr. Ball. Wee it folded oyer: 

Mr. Studebaker. It was doubled - It was a piece of paper ebout this long 
end it was doubled oyer. 

Ur* Ball. How long was It. approxlTie telyV 

Mr. Studebaker. I don’t know - I picked it up and dusted It and they took 
It down there and sent It to Washington and that’s the lost I have seen of It. and 

j 

1 don’t know. 

Mr. Ball. Did you take a picture of it before you picked it upv 

Mr. Studebaker. No; iXiiUlttSimlht mrinriro meniy rm aiftr ipjji 

Mr. Bell. Doea that sack show in cny of the pictures you took? 

Mr. Studebaker. Ho; it doesn’t show in any of the pictures.*’ (p.l44) 

Note that Studebaker adults what I had suspected, that no one took a pic- 
ture of the bag before It was moved. Note alao that he la not asked why . (p.l44) 
Asked to lientlfy a box from which he lifted e print and which sterns to be 
the box ebout which Day had testified, he gives It space from the south wall 16-1/2 
Inches. Day had given it first at 18 and then at 19-1/2 Inches. 

Now recalling whst he had said about the movl nr of boxes, that sone pic- 
tures were taken before boxes were moved, that no pictures were taken before boxes 
were moved, note this exchange: 

"Mr. Ball. Did you take a picture of that box in place before it was moved? 
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Mr. Studebaker. Tea. 

Mr. Ball. The box from whldi you lifted the prints? 

Mr, Studebaker. This box nsver was moved. 

Mr. Ball. That box never was moved? 

Mr. Studebaker. That box never was moved. 

Mr. Ball, And you took a picture of It? 

Air. Studebaker. Yes, air." (p.l45) 

He then refers to the distance of this box from the wall as 16 Inches. 

He Identifies the picture of a cart with a Dr. Pepper bottle and a paper sack 
that he took. (p.l46) 

Bp now a little bit of Mr. Studebaker is rubbing off on Mr. Bell who, 
having asked Studebaker If be saw a chicken bone "over near the boxes in the 
southeast corner ..." Studebaker seld he didn’t believe so. Bail then aaid, 

"dna witness, e deputy sheriff named Luka Looney (sic) ..." 

Wfeen Ball refers to some pictures in the following fashion, "Now, this la 
such a good set of pictures, /can we have them?" Studebaker says, "You till have 
to 8fe Chief Curry. He _*ave orders that no pictures were to be released without 
his permission." Is any comment necessary? Shortly thereafter, Studebaker re- 
fers to the number of pictures tbey have printed from their negatives, aeying, 

"We have printed about 10,000 of them - It seems like that ..." Ball then refers 
to 8 picture of the boxes, saying "this Is after tbey were moved?" Studebaker 

V 
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says, "Yea, air; they were moved there. This is exactly the position they '.^ere 
In." Ball asks, "It Is?" and Studebakers’ repponse la, "Yes - not - this Was 

after they were moved, but I put them back In the same exact position." lie have 

\ 

already saea how exactly Studebaker returned hia boxes. Ball, with reference to 

Studebaker Exhibit J, (21 H 649) aska, '\\ 

\ '• ' 

"Mr. Ball. After the boxes of Rolling Readers had been moved, you a put them 

' 

i. 

; 

! ■ - 



back In the same position? 



> 
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Mr. Studebaker. Tea. 

Ball. And took a picture? 

Mr. Studebaker. Yes, air.** (p.l47) 

Later BaM aaks Studebaker If he dusted the rifle and Studebaker* a reply 
waa, ’♦No, air; Lieutenant Day handled the rifle part of It. I didn*t mess with 
the rlflB at all. He took it dom to the city hall and they worked on It down 
there at the lab." (p.l48) 

The box on the window sill, Studebaker aays was 3 or 4 Inches lower than 
the box next to It. 

The Following excerpt should be compared with Lt. Day* a testimony, which 
la contrary: 

"Mr. Stern. Perhapa this is not the witness to establish it, but I think it 
might be uaelUl to know if he has any opinion as to why the boxes were placed that 
way? 

f' 

Mr. Studebaker. A good gun rest. / 

/ 

Mr. Stren. In that arrangement'^ 

Mr. Studebaker. Yes, it was a good gun rest. 

Mr. Stern. With the beat in front lower than tbs box behind? 

Mr. Studebaker. In other words. It* a like this - yoi see - it would be 
down on a level like thla - it shavs where the butt of the gun waa up behind him 
here. He wss down like this - nobody could see him from the street. He wee be- 
hind thla window. He didn*t shoot this way because er rybody would be looking 
right at him." (p.l49) 

Bemerab-^r Brennan's testimony? 



